




















E. & J. Gallo Winery

e are pleased to include E & J Gallo Winery
on the list of major donors and supporters
of the Central Valley Farmland Trust.

Celebrating its 75" anniversary in 2008, E. & J. Gallo
Winery’s commitment to protecting and enhancing
the land and wildlife habitat through conservation and
sustainable agriculture originated with the Winery’s
co-founders, Ernest and Julio, in the late 1930’s and
has grown in importance over the years.

Decades ago, Julio Gallo introduced an innovative
approach to land conservation in Sonoma County
he referred to as the “50/50 Give Back Plan” which
continues today at the Gallo’s coastal vineyards. For
every acre of land planted in vineyard, Julio set aside
one acre of property to help protect and enhance
wildlife habitat. Today, it is considered the first
principle of Gallo’s sustainable practices. In addition
to the 50/50 Give Back, the Gallos have hundreds
of acres of Sonoma County vineyards permanently
protected with conservation easements.

The Winery has also led the way in developing
and refining new environmentally friendly practices
including minimizing the use of synthetic chemicals,
fertilizers and pesticides in the vineyards; recycling
and reusing processed water; and creating new
wetlands and protecting existing riparian habitats to
benefit a variety of plants and animals. So strong is
this commitment to the environment that the Winery
participated in the drafting and implementation of the
Code of Sustainable Wine Growing Practices as part
of a collaborative effort with the Wine Institute and
the California Association of Winegrape Growers.

Among its environmental efforts in the Central
Valley are an array of projects, partnerships and
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innovation including:

eThe Gallo wineries were recognized as the first in the
United States to receive the International Standards
Organization’s 1SO 14001 certification which was
created to assist companies throughout the world to
reduce their impacts on the environment.

e At Gallo’s Cowell Ranch in Merced County, Gallo is
working with the East Merced Resource Conservation
District on a river-wide assessment of the baseline
conditions and population counts for fish, bird and
macro-invertebrate species. Nearly one-third of the
property provides habitat for rookeries for Snowy
Egret and Blue Heron as well as a vast array of flora
and fauna. Additionally, miles of banks along the
Merced River have been planted with oak trees and
other native species.

e To aid in the recovery of the Aleutian geese which
were once listed as an endangered species, the
Bob Gallo family placed a conservation easement
on more than two thousand acres of their Faith
Ranch along the San Joaquin and Stanislaus rivers in
Stanislaus County. The Faith Ranch was added to the
San Luis National Wildlife Refuge, located along the
Pacific Flyway, the major winter migration route. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service honored Bob’s family
with the National Wetlands Conservation Award for
their contribution in helping restore and revive the
Aleutian geese population to the point that the geese
are no longer listed as an endangered species. Also
at Faith Ranch, along the densely wooded banks of
the San Joaquin River, under century-old oak and
cottonwood trees, the riparian bush rabbit was re-
introduced in a cooperative effort with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to establish a self-sustaining
colony of what some consider to be California’s most
endangered mammal.

e In addition to his habitat restoration efforts, Bob
Gallo has been a leader in farmland preservation as
a member of the Board of Directors of the American
Farmland Trust for 13 years. Bob’s son, Tom, now
serves on AFT’s Board.

E. & J. Gallo Winery has long advocated the
preservation of our best farmland in the Central Valley.
The Winery worked with Stanislaus County in an effort
that led to the formation of the Stanislaus Farmland
Trust, which later became the four county Central
Valley Farmland Trust.

We are proud to partner with the leading winery in
the United States to protect the best farmland in the
world.
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